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Ten Theories on the Fall of Rome


1. Who held the barbarians of Germany in check?

2. Why did the army leave the Rhine-Danube frontier?

3. Who overthrew the last of the Roman emperors and made himself ruler of Italy?

4. After AD 476 and on, who ruled the Western part of the Empire?

5. Who made traveling unsafe?

6. What do historians believe contributed to the decline of the Empire?

7. What passion began to grow for the Romans?

8. What amused the Romans the most?

9. Who attended these combats?

10. What happened if the ground to the arena became too soaked with blood?

11. What is the third theory towards the fall of Rome?

12. What killed many leaders of Rome?

13. Why is it argued that the wealthy people had an incredible death rate?

14. Can this theory be considered fact?

15. In answer to #14, why or why not?

16. What was considered to be a constant drain on the Roman government?

17. Since Romans lost a desire to defend the Empire, who did the government rely on?

18. Were these soldiers reliable?

19. Why did the government frequently raise taxes?

20. Why did raising taxes hurt the economy?

21. What were the scientific achievements of the Romans limited to?

22. What were some of the items the Romans built and established?

23. Why did the Romans fail to use technology?

24. Why were Romans unable to provide for their empire?

25. What is inflation?

26. When did the empire begin to suffer from inflation?

27. Why did gold decrease in the first place?

28. Since gold in coins decreased and became less valuable, how did merchants make up for the lose?
29. What does barter mean?

30. How were salaries and taxes eventually paid?

31. What was one of Rome’s most serious problems?

32. What was the reason behind an open debate for a new emperor?

33. Who is the Praetorian Guard?

34. How did they choose a new emperor after AD 186?

35. How were most of the emperors removed from office?

36. What produced dramatic changes in Roman society?

37. What does pacifist mean?

38. Why did defending Roman lands become difficult?

39. Who did the Church attract?

40. What was the money being used for?

41. Who labored on wealthy estates?

42. Who produced more goods, the slave owners or farmers who paid workmen?

43. Why did farmers lose their lands?

44. What happened to these farmers after they lost their land?

45. How many men were unemployed in Rome?
46. Describe a wealthy Roman’s home.

47. Describe a poor Roman’s home.

48. Why were first-floor apartments more expensive?

49. Describe the upper apartments the poor rented.

50. What happened to those who could not pay rent?
