Solve the Mystery of the Maya
Your Name & Partner’s Name:__________________________________Date:_________Period:____



Historians disagree as to the reasons the Maya abandoned their cities, but it is known that Maya civilization collapsed around 900 A.D.  What reasons could the Maya have had for leaving?


You and your partner will visit the web sites listed below to search for clues and solve the mystery of the Maya.  Take notes as you visit each web site so that you can answer the seven questions below.  
You may type in your answers to your questions on this paper, but DO NOT COPY AND PASTE information.  Any work that is not IN YOUR OWN WORDS will be given an automatic zero.  Remember…everything must be IN YOUR OWN WORDS in order to receive full credit!! 
Once you finish this assignment, you will SAVE it under Your Name & Your Partner’s Name in MY DOCUMENTS in your new folder entitled BROST.  

· http://www.ambergriscaye.com/museum/digit12.html  The author gives evidence to support the “too many people, not enough food” theory.

· http://sanpedrosun.net/old/98-244.html  The author lists four reasons he believes are not true (some are silly) and one he believe is true.

· http://www.learner.org/exhibits/collapse/mayans.html  Read this page, then click on “Why Did Copan Collapse.”  Continue to click on each icon as you gather clues.

· http://www.jaguar-sun.com/ideas.html  The author explains the “people lost faith in their rulers” theory.

1.  What possibilities exist as to why the Maya abandoned their cities?  Record evidence

      and clues gathered from each site you visit.


a.  


b.  

c.  
d.  

2.  Which theories do you feel are the most likely reasons the Maya abandoned their 

      cities?  Explain why you choose these as the most likely reasons.  Cite evidence to 

      support your claim.
3.  Which theories do you feel may be the least likely?  Explain why?

4.  Was it necessarily bad that the Maya abandoned their cities?  Explain your thoughts.

5.  Do you believe that it is correct to say that the Maya “disappeared”?  Explain your 

     answer.

6.  Are we experiencing any of the same problems that affected the Maya?  Explain.

7.  What could cause Americans to abandon their cities?

