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Chapter 3 Study Guide


1. What types of people occupied the Arabian Peninsula?

2. Why were the large oases of the Arabian Peninsula important?

3. Where was the Ka’aba located?

4. In what way did Muhammad believe that God spoke to him?

5. What is Islam’s’ main teaching?

6. What is the name of the five duties that all Muslims must perform?

7. Whom did the Muslims call the “people of the book”?

8. How was the first caliph chosen?

9. Why did the first caliphs begin a military conquest of other regions?

10. Why did the Muslim community split?

11. How were the clans important to Bedouin life?

12. Is this statement true or false?  The oases of the Arabian peninsula were sacred places in the desert.

13. What did the Arabs believe about the Ka'aba?

14. Why did Muhammad begin his teaching in the city of Mecca?

15. What did Muhammad do after Allah spoke to him?

16. Why did Muslims call Jews and Christians “people of the book”

17. How did the coming of Islam change the lives of the Arab nomads?

18. What happened in the Muslim community after Muhammad’s death?

19. Why did the Shiites oppose (resist) Umayyad rule?

20. Why were many people of the Arabian Peninsula nomads?

21. What was a main effect of the growth of trade on the Arabian Peninsula?

22. Why was Mecca an important trade center?

23. Why did Muhammad and his followers migrate to Yathrib?

24. Why did many people under Muslim rule convert to Islam?

25. What is the term for the migration of Muhammad and his followers to the town of Yathrib?
26. Where do the people who practice Islam worship on Fridays?

27. What does the word caliph mean?

28. The Shi’a refused to accept the Umayyads’ rule because…?

29. Who were the “rightly guided caliphs”?

