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Chapter 4 Study Guide


1. How would you describe a standing army?

2. What parts of the world did the Umayyad Empire include by the 700s?

3. What stopped the Umayyad’s expansion in the west?

4. What was the name of the Abbasid capital?

5. What would be the best definition of a golden age?

6. How did the Abbasids use calligraphy?

7. Who was Omar Khayyam?

8. Define factions?

9. What was the capital of Muslim Spain?

10. What role did mercenaries play in Muslim Spain?

11. What does al-Andalus mean?

12. What method did the Umayyads use to govern their empire?
13. What happened to the last of the Umayyad leaders?

14. How did the Abbasids hold on to power?

15. Why did some Abbasids support the arts and learning?

16. How did Omar Khayyam contribute to Muslim civilization?
17. What role did the Seljuk Turks play in the decline of the Abbasids?

18. What potential invaders threatened the rule of Abd al-Rahman III in al-Andalus?

19. What were the important elements that made Cordoba a major cultural center?

20. What was the impact of introducing Arabic as the language of government for all Muslim lands?

21. Why did some Muslims protest against Umayyad rule?

22. How did the Abbasid policy of including all people help create the empire’s golden age?

23. Why was the human form not used in Muslim art?

24. How did the ability to make paper affect the Muslim Empire?

25. Why might the Fatimids believe they should be the legitimate caliphs?
26. Why do you think so many scholars came to the city of Cordoba?

27. What contributed to the decline of al-Andalus?

28. Who took control of the empire from the Umayyads?

29. Why was the establishment of Baghdad as their capital a good decision for the Abbasids?

30. Why were the Abbasids poor leaders?

31. How was Cordoba different from most cities of Western Europe?

32. Why do you think the golden age of al-Andalus came to an end?
