	Issue
	Federalists
	Republicans

	Strength of the central government
	Strong – the government can be effective
	Limited – prefer strong state governments, don’t want the federal government to become abusive of its power

	Bank of the United States
	Yes – it will benefit the economy, provide a safe place for the government to keep its money
	No – thought it was unconstitutional, afraid of concentrating power/wealth in few hands, preferred state banks

	Government leaders
	Elite/upper class, wealthy, educated, experienced
	Common people, everyone should participate in government, afraid of concentrating power/wealth in few hands

	Interpretation of the Constitution
	Loose, “spirit of the law”, the power to do something should be the power to do it well, “elastic clause”
	Strict, “letter of the law”, don’t want the federal government to become abusive of its power

	The French Revolution
	No – people should not be murdered in the name of democracy
	Yes – don’t let a few problems spoil the overall spreading of democracy, France supported us in the American Revolution, so we should support them

	The XYZ Affair
	Support the idea of making treaties, we will not accept being asked to pay a bribe by anyone, “Millions for defense, but not one cent for tribute!”
	Don’t let a few bad people spoil our support for the French as a whole

	Naturalization, Alien, and Sedition Acts
	Support the acts, secure our country from possible dangerous immigrants, people should not write bad things about the President or our government
	Oppose the acts, they are against the first amendment to the Constitution, they violate personal liberty

	Ratification of Jay’s Treaty
	We should support the treaty, come to peaceful terms with the British
	Against the treaty, because they support the French rather than the British

	Economic policies
	Pay off the Revolutionary War debt, increase tax revenues, create a Bank of the United States
	Did not support any of the Federalist economic policies

	Permanent standing army
	Yes – they are necessary to keep the US safe
	No – they could become abusive of individual rights, prefer state militias


