Revolutionary Times Test – Question and Outline

The test prompt is as follows:
In a five paragraph essay, describe three acts that Britain imposed on the colonies and discuss how the colonial reaction to each demonstrates an increasing trend toward violent resistance.

Your essay will have five paragraphs.  Each paragraph will have a minimum of 3 sentences.  In order to adequately address all parts of the test question, use the following outline to prepare.  

Paragraph 1:  Your introduction.  I like my introduction to start out with a relevant quotation.

Sentence 1: Choose a relevant quote.  Perhaps something famous from the Declaration of Independence that talks about how the colonies have had enough of the British and want to be free.   Write your quote:



Sentence 2:  Write a sentence that describes how your quote is relevant to the topic of your essay.  Perhaps something like “This quote is from the Declaration of Independence, which was written after the colonists felt they could not take anymore abuse of power from the British.”  Write your sentence:



Sentence 3: The last sentence in your first paragraph is always your thesis sentence.  The thesis tells the reader what your essay will be about.  You should turn the essay prompt into a thesis statement.  For example: “This paper will describe three acts that Britain imposed on the colonies and will discuss how the colonial reaction to each demonstrates an increasing trend toward violent resistance.”  Use a dictionary if you don’t know what some of those words mean until you fully understand what you will be writing about.

Paragraph 2:   This paragraph should be about a British act that the colonists did not have much of a reaction to (other than being alarmed or angry).

Sentence 1:  Your topic sentence.  Tell your readers what this paragraph will be about.  For example: “First, this essay will discuss the (insert the name of your act here).  Write your sentence:



Sentence 2:  This sentence should describe what the act you chose did.   Write your sentence:



Sentence 3:  This sentence should describe how the colonists reacted to that act.  Write your sentence:



Paragraph 3:  This paragraph should be about a British act that the colonists did something about, but not anything that was violent.

Sentence 1:  Your topic sentence.  Tell your readers what this paragraph will be about.  For example: “Next, this essay will discuss the (insert the name of your act here).  Write your sentence:



Sentence 2:  This sentence should describe what the act you chose did.  Write your sentence:



Sentence 3:  This sentence should describe how the colonists reacted to that act.  Write your sentence:



Paragraph 4: This paragraph should be about a British act that the colonists reacted violently against.

Sentence 1:  Your topic sentence.  Tell your readers what this paragraph will be about.  For example: “Finally, this essay will discuss the (insert the name of your act here).  Write your sentence:



Sentence 2:  This sentence should describe what the act you chose did.  Write your sentence:



Sentence 3:  This sentence should describe how the colonists reacted to that act.  Write your sentence:



Paragraph 5: The Conclusion.  This should sum up what your essay was about.

Sentence 1:  Restate your thesis.  Again, turn the essay prompt into your thesis.  For example: “This paper has described three acts that Britain imposed on the colonies and has discussed how the colonial reaction to each demonstrates an increasing trend toward violent resistance.”

Sentences 2 and 3: Create some sentences that finish off your essay.  Perhaps you could demonstrate your knowledge of what came after these acts (for example, some information about how the colonists finally declared their independence and fought for their freedom).  Write your sentences here:






Congratulations!  You’ve practically written your test essay already!  By writing each of the sentences as described above, you will have answered the essay prompt.  Now, type your essay in complete sentences, with indented paragraphs and correct grammar and spelling.  Turn in your essay by the due date.  This test is worth 30 points.  You will earn up to 3 points for each required sentence in your introductory and body paragraphs, 2 points for your conclusion, and 1 point for putting the acts in order of increasing violence.  Your total will then be multiplied by 2 for your final score.
