Map of the Thirteen Original Colonies

Directions:
Read all directions.  Use colored pencils and the map on pages 38 and 701 of A More Perfect Union to completely follow the instructions.  Then answer the questions on this piece of paper.

1. Label the thirteen original colonies correctly.  Note that present-day Maine was then part of Massachusetts, and that present-day Vermont was then claimed by both New York and New Hampshire.  (You may only abbreviate that note.)

2. Color the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies each a different color (but do not use blue!).  Color the “Chesapeake” colonies the same as the Southern ones; they should all be considered Southern colonies.  Present-day Vermont should be striped with the colors of the New England and Middle colonies (just like in the book).

3. Locate and label the following cities: Savannah, Charleston, Williamsburg, Philadelphia, New York City, and Boston.

4. Label and color the following bodies of water blue: Mississippi River, Ohio River, St. Lawrence River, Savannah River, Hudson River, Lake Superior, Lake Huron, Lake Michigan, Lake Erie, Lake Ontario, Gulf of Mexico, and the Atlantic Ocean.

5. Label the Appalachian Mountains.

6. In the area of present-day Canada, write “New France (claimed by France)”.  In the area of present-day Florida, write “Florida (claimed by Spain)”.

7. Create a key in the blank box to tell viewers of your map what the colors stand for.

Questions:
1. What natural barrier forms the western border of the Southern colonies?

2. What country might the colonists in New England come into conflict with over land?

3. Who do you think was in control of the lands around the Mississippi River?

4. A. What were all the major colonial cities located near?  B. What do you think is the reason for that?

5. Look at a map of the present-day United States.  Why does the colony of Virginia look different from the present-day state of Virginia?

6. A. Using the guide at the bottom of the map, approximately how many miles is it from Savannah to Boston?  B. Do you think two common people from each of these towns would communicate with each other very much?  C. Why or why not?

