People in the American West
Introduction

In the late-1800s, many people moved to the American West.  New cities grew, and people worked in mines, the cattle industry, and on farms.  Settlers and the military clashed with Native Americans, and outlaws clashed with lawmen.  The Dawes Act changed the traditional way of life for Native Americans and their children.  Women took on new roles and gained new rights.  People of African, Mexican, and Chinese descent contributed to life on the American frontier.
Assignment

Choose a photo from the selection of primary source documents.  Imagine you are one person from that photo.  Conduct research using the textbook to understand the kind of life that person might have had.  Then write a first-person story describing that character’s life.

Requirements
A. Research:  You must write one paragraph that includes facts you learned about life in the American West, using Ch. 19 in the “Creating America” textbook.  The facts must relate to the way of life that the type of person you have selected from your photo might have had.  You must cite the page number from the textbook indicating where you got your information.

B. Story:  You must write a story of at least 300 words about your character’s life.  It must be written in first person perspective, must be creative, and must include specific details about the following items:

· Who your character was (use their actual name, or you can create one)
· Where and when your character was living (use information from the photograph’s caption)
· Why your character was living in the American West

· How your character made his or her living (for example, what kind of job he or she had)

· What types of hardships your character faced

· At least one detail that you got from your primary source photograph

Your story is historical fiction, which means that the details are not necessarily true, but they are based on historical facts.  So, for example, your character can not be abducted by aliens!  Be creative, but don’t be crazy. (
