NAME: _________________________________ ID#: __________ DATE: ________________
The JFK Conspiracy Theories
Introduction

On November 22, 1963, President John F. Kennedy was shot and killed in Dallas, Texas.  But who was responsible?  Why was it done?  Was it a lone gunman or members of a vast conspiracy?  Has our government told us everything it knows?
As you know, Mrs. Young loves conspiracy theories, but not everything you read on the Internet is true.  As you explore the mystery surrounding the death of our 35th president, judge for yourself what is “fact” and what is “fiction”.  Please explore the following web sites, and then answer the questions below.
Listing of Web Sites to Investigate
http://www.texasmonthly.com/ranch/jfk - “A balanced introduction to the issues surrounding the assassination from a journal that has become the mainstay of Texas journalism.”

http://www.dealeyplaza.org/ - This is the official web site for The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza.

http://mcadams.posc.mu.edu/home.htm - “This web site is dedicated to debunking the mass of misinformation and disinformation surrounding the murder of JFK.”

http://www.history-matters.com/jfkmurder.htm - Several articles about issues surrounding the assassination, mostly from a conspiracy theorist point of view.

http://www.jfk-assassination.de – “Although I am a ‘conspirator,’ I try to present you hard facts, no rumors, no speculations.”

http://www.chron.com/content/chronicle/special/jfk/theory/weird.html - An article about unusual Kennedy conspiracy theories.
http://www.archives.gov/research_room/jfk/index.html - The National Archives’ collection of assassination-related material.

Please answer the following questions.  

1. What evidence have you gathered to support the conventional (lone gunman) theory?

2. What evidence have you gathered to support the various conspiracy theories?

3. What is the funniest, strangest, or most interesting theory you discovered?

4.  Which web site that you visited do you believe is the most biased?  What leads you to believe that the site is biased?

5.  Which web site that you visited do you believe is the most unbiased?  What leads you to believe that the site is unbiased?

6. Do you believe that the government has revealed all of the evidence they have?  Why or why not?

7.  Now that you have explored the issues surrounding JFK’s death, what do you believe?   In your opinion, do the “lone gunmen” or the “conspiracy theorists” have the more credible argument?  What makes you think the way you do?

